Recurrence of gastric cancer in the jejunal pouch after completion gastrectomy.
We herein present a case of recurrence of gastric cancer in the jejunal pouch after total gastrectomy in a 74-year-old man. He had a history of two operations for gastric cancer. The second operation was a completion gastrectomy with jejunal pouch reconstruction and regional lymphadenectomy, for gastric cancer in the cardia of the remnant stomach, performed 2 years and 9 months before the present admission. A follow-up endoscopy showed three elevated tumors along the suture lines in the jejunal pouch in the upper digestive tract. Resection of the jejunal pouch was performed. Gross pathological examination revealed elevated lesions along the staple suture lines in the jejunal pouch. Histopathologically, moderately differentiated tubular adenocarcinoma involving the muscular layer, without lymphatic metastases, was recognized. Recurrence of gastric cancer in the jejunal pouch after resection is rare. We suggest that implantation of exfoliated cancer cells gave rise to the recurrence of tumors on the suture line in this patient. We also review two cases of gastric cancer in the jejunal pouch after resection previously described in the literature.